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Grouptest : NASdrives

Network
attachedstorage (

NAS
) might

seem a bitold-fashioned nowthat
everyone' s talkingaboutcloud computing and

celebrating thearrival of Apple' s iCloudservice.

Butwhile iCloud '

s ability to syncemailsand
otherinformationacrossmultiple deviceswill
appeal to bothhomeandbusinessusers

,

its
storageandbackupfeaturesaremorelimited
andprimarilyaimed at

homeusers.

YoucanstoreallyouriTunesStore-bought
musicandappson iCloudforfree

,

butyouonly
getanother5GB of freestorageforbackingup
otherimportant files . Youcanupgradeyour
personaliCloud to 50GBfor£70peryear ,

but
that' s not a lotfor a professional photographer
whoneeds to storehundreds of high-resolution

photos ,

or
a smallbusinessuserwhowants to

usemusicandvideos in theirpresentations.

rives
Theotherdisadvantage of cloudcomputing

is that it cantakehours evendays to back

upevenrelativelymodestamounts of data
,

which is farfromidealforbusiness userswho
want to quicklybackupeverything at theend
of

theday . Youwouldn' t want to useiCloud
,

or

anyothercloudcomputingservice
,

to do a Time
Machinebackup of yourMac' s entireharddrive.

That' s where a goodold-fashioned NASdrive
cancome in handy .Harddiskstorage is very
cheapthesedays a

1TBNASdrivetypically
costswellunder£150

,

andwillbefastenough
to handleyourTimeMachinebackupswithno

problem . A NASdrivecanalsobesharedwith
otherpeopleonyourofficenetwork

,

andwill
allowthem to backuptheirownfilestoo.

A goodNASdrivewillprovideotherfeatures

too
,

suchastheability to
createshares

Cloudcomputing is the
bigbuzzwordrightnow
but a plainoldNASdrive
is a

fasterandcheaper
option ,

andcanbeshared
witheveryoneonyour
officenetwork

, explains
CliffJoseph

r
4

-

" NOM

special foldersthatallowyou to share files
withcolleagues or streammusicandvideo
filesacrossthenetwork

. SomeNASdrivesalso

provide a reallyusefulpersonalcloudoption
thatenablesyou to accessyourfilesfromany
locationthathasinternetaccess.

Macusersneed to takecarewhenselecting
a NASdrive

, though .
Most of thesenetwork

attached storagedevices shouldworkwith
Macs

,

butyou' ll findthatsome of themare
moreMac-friendly thanothers.

NotallNASdrives includesetupsoftware
forMacs

,

whileothersdon' t workwithApple' s

TimeMachinebackupsoftware . TheNASdrives

wetestherecover a widerange of pricesand
featuresandwillappeal to manydifferent

types of

users
,

soreadon to
findoutwhich

NASdrive is therightoneforyourneeds.
0
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pleTimeCapsule reecomSilverStore2-DriveNAS

7

heSilverStore2-DriveNAS is sonewthat it wasn'
t
even listedon

I Freecom'
s
websiteaswefinishedthisreview

,

but
it' s an impressive

NASdrivethatwillparticularly appeal to smallbusinessusers.

TheSilverStore
is available in 2TB

,

4TB
,

and6TBversions
,

but
Freecomalsosells it asanemptyDrive-Inkitthatallowsyou to install
yourowndrives if youprefer . Theunithastwoeasilyaccessibledrive
bays ,

and it supportsbothRAID 0 andRAID 1 forextraperformanceand
security ,

aswellasproviding a number of otheruseful features.
TherearetwoUSBports thatcanbeused to connectadditional USB

drives forextrastorage ,

andone
of thoseportssupportsUSB3.0-so

thatyoucanusethelatesthigh-speedUSB3.0drives . There' s alsoan

option to performsecondarybackups bycopyingdatafromtheSilver
Storeonto a USBdrive - soyouhaveyetanotherlayer of protectionfor
yourimportant files . TheSilverStorewasn'

t
thefastestperformer in

thisgroup ,

butitsspeed of 20.4MBps in ourbackup testsputs it in third
placeoverall

,

which is stillperfectly respectable.

Settingupthedrive is fairlystraightforward , althoughtheSilver
Storedoesn' t havequitethesameplug-and-play simplicityasApple' s

TimeCapsule . TheSilverStoreincludes a piece of softwarecalled
NetworkStorageAssistant

,

which locatesthedriveonyournetwork
andallowsyou to easilyaccessthevariousfoldersonthedrive.

If youneed to configureanyothersettings ,

theNetworkStorage
Assistantsimplyswitchesyouover to SafariandopensuptheSilver
Store' s webbrowserinterface.

Thebrowserinterfaceallows you to adjustsettingssuchasuser
accountsandsharedfolders

,

RAIDconfigurationandtheTonido cloud

option thatprovidesremoteaccess to yourfiles
(

there'
s
also a Tonido

appforiPhone or iPad
)

.
Most

of
theseoptions arestraightforward

enough , althoughFreecom' s manual needs to paymoreattention
to

Mac-specific detailssuchasusingTimeMachineforbackups.
While it' s notthefastest or cheapestdrive in thisgroup ,

theSilver
Storestrikes a goodbalance betweenversatilefeaturesandease

of
use

,

and is anexcellentchoice forMac-based smallbusinesses.

Company : Freecum
,

www.freecom.com

Pros
: VirsatiteNASdrivewithRAIDandremote accessfeatures.

us ; supprtsUSB3.0
Cons . Exri"nt,rvt poordocumentation

Price :2T Ei - 11-B-£319
:
BIB-ESSE

Star ratinu :
* * *

*
*

All in goodtimeTheTimeCapsuleprovidesfastbackupsandworks
automatically withTimeMachineonmultipleMacs in youroffice

Apple
updatedtheTimeCapsule recently , increasing itsstorage

capacityup to 3TB
,

whilealsocuttingtheprice .
It alsoenhanced

theTimeCapsule' s wireless capabilities , giving it dual-bandWireless N

networkingaswell.
However

,

it' s fairlypricey,

at £249 forthe2TBmodel
,

and£399for
the3TBmodel thatwe testedhere . Still

,

theTimeCapsule is a lotmore
than just a simpleNASdrive . It canalsobeusedas a wirelessrouter to

setup a WiFinetwork in youroffice
,

or perhaps to extendanexisting
wirelessnetworkintoanotherareas . It hasthreeadditional Ethernet

portsforwiredconnections
,

and a USBportthatcanbeused to share a

printer or to plug in additionalstoragedevices . It evenallowsyou to set
up a ' guest'network in order to allowtemporaryaccess forpeoplewho
mightbevisitingyouroffice.

Theonething it doesn' t
do is

to actas a modem forcable or ADSL
internetconnections

,

whichmeansthatyoustillneed to connect it

to anexistingmodem or router thatyouusefor internetaccess . If

youhave a wirelessnetworkalreadysetup ,

thentheTimeCapsule' s

expensivewireless featuresmightsimplyseemunnecessary.
TheTimeCapsuledoesworkverywellas a straightforwardNAS

drive
, though . Itsgreatstrength - asyou' d expectfromApple - is its

ease
of

use
.
TheTimeCapsulecanworkwithTimeMachineonmultiple

Macs
,

soallyouhave to do is connect it
to yournetworkandjustallow

TimeMachine to automaticallydo a completesystem backupforevery
Mac in youroffice . It' s alsoextremelyfast

,

withwiredconnections

providingbackupspeeds of 2 2.7MBps .Wirelessbackup is muchslower
though , coming in

at round7.5MBps ,

whichagainmakesusquestion
theusefulness of theTimeCapsule' s

WiFifeatures.
SomebusinessusersmayalsoquestiontheTimeCapsule' s reliance

onTimeMachine to control thebackupprocess . TimeMachine is fine
if you' re happy to justacceptitsautomated backups of yourentire

system ,

but it maybesomewhat limitedforsomebusinessusers
whowantgreatercontroloverschedulingandotheraspects of the
backupprocess .Still

,

forplug-and-play simplicity ,

it'
s
hard to fault.

Company : Applwww.apple.com / uk

Pros :Fast . versatileandeasy to use
;

dual-bandWireless N networking ;

kISO uI curination ports
Cons : Expensive ;

limitedcontroloverthebackupprocess
Price

:
2TB - 3TB - f359

Starrating :

MacworldEditors'Cho

WellbalancedWithitsRAIDandremoteaccessoptions ,

therather

retro-lookingSilverStore is well-suitedforbusinessusers
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Head in thecloudTheStorCenter ix2-200provides a handypersonal

cloudoption to
accessfilesfromanyinternet-connected computer

While
Apple' s TimeCapsule is verymuch a

'

plug it in
andforget

aboutit' backupdevice
,

in
contrast

,

the !omegaStorCenter

ix2-200CloudEdition is packedwithuseful features .
However

, you' ll

needa
fairamount of

technicalknow-howandpatience to get to grips
withthemall although it' s

worththeeffort.
Unlikemost

of
itsrivals

(

Freecom' s SilverStoreexcepted )
,

the
StorCenter ix2-200canbeusedas a simpleRAIDsystem ,

as it
comes

withtwoseparateharddisks
(

wetested the4TBversionwithtwo2TB

drives
)

andgivesyoutheoption of usingeitherRAID
0 or

RAID 1
for

extraperformanceor security . It' s compatiblewithTimeMachine
,

so

youcansitbackandallowTimeMachine to
handleyourbackupchores

,

butitsbrowser-based interfacealsoallowsyou to configure it foruse

withonlinebackupservicessuchasAmazon' s 53
,

which is verymuch

aimed at
thecorporatemarket.

There' s
also a personalcloudoptionthatallowsyou to

accessyour
filesfromanycomputer connected to theinternet

.
That' s certainly a

handyoption , althoughyoushouldrememberthatallyourfilesremain

ontheStorCenter itself
,

rather than in
thecloud.

Youcansetupindividual useraccountsandfoldersforotherpeople

onyournetwork
,

andthere' s
alsoanoption to setupgroups in

order to

quicklyconfigureaccessprivilegesforseveralpeople at
a

time .
Youcan

evensetupspecialfolders thatwillautomatically uploadphotos and

videos to FaceBook
,

YouTube or

Flickrforyou.
Thedownside to

alltheseincrediblyuseful features is
an

occasionally head-scratchinglevel of complexity .Simpleoptionssuch

asturningontheTimeMachineoptionhadusflickingthroughthe

100-pagemanual lookingforhelp ,

andyou' ll need a real IT guru to cope

withsome of thedenser technicaljargon.
Thecomplexity of theStorCenterix2-200maydeterthekind of

peoplewhosimplywant a plug-and-playbackupdrivefortheiroffice

network
,

but it
willcertainlyappeal to businessuserswhohave the

know-how to fullyutilise it . And
,

at justunder£300for a whopping
4TB of storage ,

it'
s alsoverygoodvalue formoney.

Company : loinoga , www.iornega.com

Pros : 111ga-capacity ; competitiveprice ;

Timeivtichine andAina.mil

c"iropatible , impressive range of
features

Cons : C imula to configure ;

dense
,

technii ,.-4

Price
'

TB £219
;

4TB £799
;

GIB -'

l3

Starrating :

*
*

*
* *

Out of
theBoxLaCie' s CloudBox providesextraprotectionwithits

handyability to
backupallyourfiles in thecloudaswell in theBox

E

venthough it onlyoffers100GB of storageand isn' t compatible
withTimeMachine

,

theLaCie' s CloudBoxcouldstillbe a
useful

backupoptionforsomesmallbusinessusers.

Initially ,

theCloudBox seemsvastlyoverpriced ,

asthatmodest

100GB harddiskcosts a wallet-troubling£179 .
However

,

thispricealso

includesanadditional100GB of
onlinecloudstoragethat' s

available

for a year . YoucanalsousethebundledIntegobackupsoftware to

schedule backupsontotheCloudBox in yourofficewhenever youwant.

TheCloudBoxwillthenalsouploadyourfilesintothecloudoncea

day , ensuring thatyou' vegot a
second backupavailable if

theoriginal
CloudBoxbecomesdamaged or is stolen.

Installing theCloudBox is quiteeasy ,

as it provides a dashboard-style

interface thatyoucanview in Safari . Thisallowsyou to configure

varioussettings ,

suchasthetime of dayfortheonlinebackup ,

or
to

createpersonalfolders forotherusersonyournetwork.

Unfortunately ,

theIntegobackupsoftware is a
bitmorecomplicated ,

as it requiresyou to
create a backupscript in a

mannerthatreminds

us of Apple' s
Automatorprogram .

Youalsoneed a separateprogram to

restoreyourfiles if anything goeswrongwiththeCloudBox.

Backingupdataonto theCloudBox itselfviaEthernet is

a bit
sluggish at

around10MBps ,

butthat' s
not a majorproblemgiven the

drive' s
modestcapacity . Thesubsequentbackupintothecloudwill

alsobe a
lotslower

,

andwilldependonthespeedofyourbroadband

connection .

Youprobablywon'
t

want
to

backupyourMac' s entire

systemontotheCloudBox
,

but it
couldbehandy to havethatdouble

backupavailablefor importantworkfiles
,

Thecloudstoragesubscription providedwiththeCloudBox lastsfor

a year ,

soyou' ll need to
renew it at

theend of thefirstyear if youwant

to carryonusing it
.
However

,

it costsonly£89peryear to
renewyour

subscription ,

whereasApple' s iCloudcosts£70peryearforjust50GB.

Thebundledsoftware couldbe a
littleeasier to

use
,

buthaving

thatadditionallevel of cloudbackupcouldbe
a

life-saver forbusiness

users in theevent of
anaccident or

theft in youroffice.

Company
. taCie

,

wwwlacie.corniuk

Pros : Includesbothharddiskandonline storage

Cons :
A 1i946t. ; harddisk is quite snr.dl

, especially considering tlx, price ;

comrlicuedbackupsoftware

PriceG79

Starrating :

* * *

-
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BargainbackupsVerbatim' s GigabitNAS is one of thecheapest NAS
drivesavailable

,
but it'

s bestforthosewithsometechnicalknow-how

At

justover£100for1TB of storage ,
Verbatim' s GigabitNASdrive is

easilythemostaffordableproduct in

thisgroup . However
,

while
it

doesworkwithMacs
,

it' s notquiteasinstantlyMac-friendlyasmost
of

itsotherrivalsontest.
ThesetupprogramsuppliedontheCDrunsonPCsonlyand the

ratherjargon-heavymanualhardlymentionsMacs at all
,

soyou' ll need
to know a bitaboutnetworking to getthedrivesetupproperly.

Thankfully ,

theGigabit NASdoessupportApple' s Bonjournetworking
feature

,

so
it'

s simpleenough to locate thedriveandconfigure it using
Safari . However

,
eventhedrive' s OuickStartWizard tends to throwquite

a bit of technical jargon at you ,

sothis isn' t really thebestoption for
smallbusinessuserswhomaynothavetrained

IT
staff

to helpthemout.
Other options ,

suchasthose forcreatinguseraccounts andshared
foldersarealso a littleconfusing ,

andtend to usejargon suchas
/

mnt
/

idel
/

thatwon' t meanmuch to mostMacusers . Wewere
,

however
, pleased to

seethatactivating the iTunesserveroptionwas
a simplematter of clicking a button in order to makethedriveappear
withiniTunes.

Unfortunately ,backingupfilesontotheGigabitNAS
is far less

straightforward . Wecouldn' t findanoption forconfiguringTime
Machinebackups in thedrive' s browserinterface or in themanual

,

andwhenwecontacted Verbatim nooneseemedentirelysure
whetherthedriveworkedwithTimeMachine or not . There is

a backup
programcalledNerosuppliedforPCusersbut

, again ,
thisdoesn' t run

onMacs
,

soMacusersmaysimplyhave to findsomealternative
backupsoftware.

TheGigabit NASisn' t terribly fasteither
,

asits14.5MBps speed puts
itsperformancetowardsthelowerend of therange in ourbackup tests.
Tobefair

,
thelowprice of theGigabitNASmakes it a goodchoice for

homeworkers or smallbusinesses on a tightbudget . However
, it'

s not
themostuser-friendlydrive in thisgroup it' s complexitycouldeasily
overwhelm novicesso it willmainlyappeal to moreexperienced users
whohave thetechnicalknow-howrequired to use it properly.

Company : Verbatim
, www.verbatim-europe.co.uk

Pros : Compoutive price ; iTunesserveroption ;

twoUSBports
Cons

:
PoorMacsupportandnoMacsoftware

pr ,i.m-IIL ivy to wual
Price : ITF :

Star rating :
* *

*

GoingLiveTheMyBookLiveautomatically showsup in TimeMachine
soyoucanbackupover thenetworkwithouthaving to do a thing

externDigitalMyBook Li

At

firstglance ,

there' s nothingparticularly specialabouttheMy
BookLive .

It offerssimilarfeatures to most
of itscompetitors ,

with
a GigabitEthernetinterface forconnecting to yourhome

or office
network .

It workswithTimeMachineandactsasaniTunesserver
,

and
alsosupportsUPnPnetworking forstreamingmusicandvideo to other
non-Apple devices . And

,
like the !omega StorCenter

,

it alsoprovides
a personalcloudoption thatallowsyou to accessyourfilesover the
internetwhenyou' re outandabout.

However
,

where theMyBookLivereallyscores is in itsease
of

use . LikeApple' s TimeCapsule it automatically showsupwithinTime
MachinesothatyoucanbackupyourMacover thenetworkwithout
having to do

a thing .
And it combines thatease

of
usewithadditional

features thatTimeCapsule lacks . WhenyouinstallWestern Digital
'

s

SmartWare software it providessimple adviceonhow to setupuser
accountsandshared foldersforotherpeopleonyournetwork

,

andalso
explainshow to setupthepersonal cloudoption.

WesternDigitalalsoscoresbrowniepointsforitstwoiOSapps
WDPhotos letsyoubrowsephotosstoredontheMyBookLive

, while
WD2go is

a moreadvanced fileviewer thatallowsyou to viewWord
andExceldocuments

,

aswellasstreammusicand video files.
TheMyBookLive is a goodperformer too . WesternDigitalclaims to

haveused a specialhigh-speedprocessor to provide extraperformance ,

andtheMyBookLivedidoutshineallitsrivalsduringourbackup tests
with

a speed of 28MBps . Our1TBreviewunitcostjust£139.99
,

and
the2T8and3-113modelsarecheaper thanmost of theirrivalstoo

,

so
it'

s goodvalueformoney.
That' s not to saythattheMyBookLive

is perfect . There arenoUSB
ports ,

soyoucan' t plug in anotherUSBdrive to addmorestorage ,

and
it lackstheRAID capabilities of the !omega andFreecomdrives

,

so if

youneedthosespecificfeatures thenyoumayprefer to pay a bitmore
forone of theotherdrivesontestthismonth .However

,

if yousimply
want a fastandversatileNASdrivethat'

s affordableandeasy to use
,

thentheMyBookLive is hard to beat.

Company : WostJrnDigital , store.westerndigital.com
Pills .

A fastaffordableandeasy-to-usenetwork drive
;

usefulco-m . 1E14.11

!US .111S ,
works withTimeMachine andactsasaniTunesserver

Cons
: NoWiFi

,

RAID
, or

USII

Price :
1TB £139.99

Starrating :
*

*
*

* *
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*
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ologottot
COWMIOtt* SPOICOWTS Is Apples

owtvirtrneCapsule ,

which is soeasy to usethat
youcanjustplug it in andforgetallabout it The
TimeCapsulealsoprovidesgoodperformance for
backing uponanEthernetnetwork

,

andthere' s

itsadditional wirelesscapabilities whichare
unmatchedbyanyotherdrive in thisgroup.

However
,

thosewirelesscapabilities might
seemlikeanexpensive luxuryformanybusiness
users especiallysincewirelessbackup is actually
quiteslow andtheTimeCapsule' s simplicity
starts to looklike a disadvantagewhen it comes

useraccounts and
directlysupported
backupsoftware.

Western Digital
'

s MyBookLive is one of the
fewdrivesthatcanmatchtheTimeCapsules
ease

of
use . Itsalsocheaperandfasterthanthe

TimeCapsule ,

andprovideseasy-to-understand
options forsettingupuseraccountsandshared
folders

,
aswellasmoreadvanced features

,

such
asitspersonalcloudoption . Itsevengotthe
iPhoneand iPadcoveredwithitsWDPhotosand
WD2goapps . Thisease

of
usemakestheMy

bookLiveidealforsmallbusinessuserswhowant
a plug-and-play NASdrivethatisn'

t

asexpensive
astheTimeCapsule . However

,

theMyrio.' k LOA_

doeslacksomeotherfeaturesthatbusinessusury

mightrequire .
It lacksUSBportsforpliwr..ing in

thataren't

e Machine

additionalexternaldrives
,

anditssingledrive
meansthattherearenoRAIDoptions available

The !omegaStorCenterprovidesallthose
featuresandmore

,

and is veryattractivelypriced.
However

,

itsbrowserinterface is quitecomplex
andnotveryuser-friendly ,

sothis is another
drivethatrequires a fairamount of technical
know-how fromitsusers.

In
theend it'

s
Freecom'

s
newSilverStore

2-DriveNASthatstrikes thebestbalance
between versatile features andease

of use
It'

s notthecheapestdrive in thisgroup ,
but it

providesadvanced featuressuchasRAIDbackup
and a personalchurloption ,

whilestillbeing
simpleenoughfornon-experts t ," use . It'

s

,that
combination of versatilityartease of usethat
makestheFreecomSilvertd..rc jr Elitor' s

Choice for a business-orientN.1 ,5 NW

Howtheyshapeup
ProductAppleTimeCapsule

"ecom i ver
Store2-DriveNAS

omega to en er LaCieCloudBox
ix2-200CloudEdition

' lectern itgi
Verbatim GigabitNAS

MyBookLive

Price£399
Capacity (

asreviewed
)

3TB

Connectivity3xGigabitEthernet
,

TimeMachine

compatible

Backupsoftware

included

Other

1Starrating

dual-bandWireless N

,

lx USB

Wireless router

Mould Editors'Choice

£279

2TB

YesYes
N

/

A

;

No

lx GigabitEthernet
,

lx USB 2.0
,

lx USB3.0

£299

4TB

£179

100GB

1xGigabitEthernet
,

;

is GigabitEthernet

3xUSB

£105

1TB

is GigabitEthernet
,

lx GigabitEthernet

2xUSB

NoYesYesNo
i

i I

i

I

N
/

A

'IntegoBackup I No ;

N / A

ManagerPro
RAID 0 / 1

,

iTunes Server
,

'RAID
0 /

1

,

iTunes Server
,

100GBcloud storage
*

UPnP
,

PersonalCloudUPnP
,

PersonalCloud

remote access
;
remoteaccess

* *
* *

*

* * *
*

*
* *

* *
*

iTunes Server
,

UPnP
,

BitTorrentclient

* * *

-.

,.- * * * *

*

Freeforoneyear ,

then£89peryear

£139.99

1TB

UPnP
,

PersonalCloud

remoteaccess

* *
* * *
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