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Powerlinestarterkits
CliffJosephdiscoversthereliability of wireswiththeconvenience of wireless

Company :
Devolo

,
www.devolo.comk

Price : £119.99

ThedLan500AVplus is thelatest
addition to

Devolo'
s
extensive

range of Powerline products.

ON500AVplus
500Mbps speedcan

handlemultiplevideo streams
;

passthrough socket formainspower

Expensive considering kit
willonlyconnect a singledevice to

theinternet

* * * *

PowerlineAV + 500
gn1

NCITM

500Mbps datatransfer

speed ;

mains passthrough ;

useful

performance-check option
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Powerplay
Streammultiple
fileswiththe
dLan500kit

Expensive ; bulky ;

canonly
connectonedevice to the internet

* *
*

Company : Netgear , WWW.netipar.co.d

Price : £139.99

Netgear' s PowerlineAV + 500kit
isn'

t themostelegantproduct
in thisgroup ,

but it provides
highperformance andsome

handyextrafeatures.
TherearetwoPowerline

adaptors in thekit . Theyboth
haveoneEthernet porteach

,

whichmeansthatyoucan
onlyconnect a singledevice

to the internet . Netgearput
theEthernet portsonthe
top of theadaptors ,

which
means thatthecables stick

up in theairratherthanbeing
tuckeddownunderneath .

(

That

maybe
to accommodatesockets

Thekitincludestwoadaptors to get
youstarted

,

each of which justhas
a singleEthernetporton it . That
meansyoucanconnect justone
device to theinternet

,

whilesome
of itsrivalsletyouconnectthree
or even fourdevices . However

,

the
adaptorsdoprovide a data transfer

speed of 500Mbps .
Thatmaynot

benecessary formostpeople ,
but

willappeal to moreadvancedusers
whomayneed to streammultiple
videofilesaroundtheirhome or

officenetwork.
Theotheradvantage of this

kit is thattheadaptorsalsohave
'

passthrough'sockets formains

power soyoucouldchargeyour
laptopcomputeroffthemains
andconnect it

to the internet at

thesametime
.

If youdon'
t
need

thepassthroughoption ,

thenthere' s
thedLAN500

AVminiversion thatcosts
£20 lessandomitsthe
passthrough sockets.
Devolomakessome
moreexpensive ' triple'
connection kitstoo.

thatarelowdownonthewall.
)

LiketheDevolokit
,

theAV
+

500provides a mainspassthrough
socketand a datatransferspeed of

500Mbps ,

which is fastenough to

copewithmultipleaudioandvideo
streams

. Theadaptorsalsohave
a clever ' pick a plug' featurethat
cantesttheperformance of your
powersockets

to seewhichones
willprovide thebestperformance.
However

,

it'
s a

littlemoreexpensive
thantheDevolokit

,

so
it'

s worth
shoppingaround

to see if you
canget a betterprice.

NETORAR

Pick a plug r

'

ThePowerline AV +
500cantestthe

performance of yourmainssockets

'

11110

ShareAV
3 Port

"

2713

Allowsyou to connect
threedevices

at once

Expensive ;

maximum

dataspeed is 200Mbps

* * *

Company : Belkin
,

P.ww.11 ,elkin.comitik

Price :
£119.99

Belkindoesn'
t
have thesame

range of Powerlineproductsas
some of itsrivals

,

butitsShare
AV 3 Portkit is a goodoption if

youhave
a

number of computers
or otherdevicesthatyouneed to

connect
to theinternet.

Thekit includes twoadaptors
thefirsthas a singleEthernet

portthatyouuse to connect it to

yourbroadbandrouter
;

thesecond
hasthreeportssothatyoucan
connectthreedifferent devices to

it at once
. It wouldbeparticularly

handy in yourlivingroom if you
have

a
TV

, games console
,

and
a set-topbox thatallneed

to
be

connected
to

the internet.

LiveWire
217M Canconnect eightdevices

to the internet
;

movabledesign ;

goodprice
Speedlimited to

200Mbps ;

nomainspassthrough

* * * *

Company : WesternDigital ,

stsre.viesterndigital.ccos

Price
:
£90

MostPowerlinekitsarevery
similar

,

butWesternDigital
'

s

LiveWirestandsoutfromthe
crowd in

a
number of ways.

Thefirstthingyou' ll notice
is thatthetwoadaptors in the
kitdon' t simply looklikefat
electricalplugs ,

asalltheirrivals
do

.
Instead

,

eachadaptor is

housed in a littlerectangular
blackbox

a
bitlike

a smallhard
disk andcomeswith

a separate
extensioncableforplugging it into
themains.

Thisgivesyou a bitmore
freedom

to positiontheadaptors ,

Datatransferspeed is

200Mbps ,

whichisn' t the
fastestcurrentlyavailable

,

but
shouldbemorethanadequate
forstreamingmusicandvideo
aroundyourhomenetwork

(

the

AppleTV' s Ethernet portonly
runs at 100Mbps )

.However
,

it'
s

a
littlepriceycompared to other

200Mbpsproductssuchasthe
WDLiveWire.

Three'
s companyTheBelkin

Sharekitletsyouconnect three

devices
to theinternet

asyoudon' t need to plugthem
directlyinto a mainssocket.

Eachadaptoralsohasno
lessthanfourseparate Ethernet
sockets

,
soyoucanplug in

a

wholeselection of computers ,

gamesconsoles
,

andother
devices

.
Thedatatransferspeed

is just200Mbps ,

butthat' s fine
formostordinaryhomeandoffice
users

(

westillhaveolderadaptors
thatrun at 85Mbps! )

. And
,

with
a

priceof just£90
,

theLiveWire is

goodvalueformoney.

A reallivewireWesternDigital
takesan innovative approach to

networking withitsLiveWirekit
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